PlTVS   ACT, 

TO  PREVENT 

SEDITIOUS     MEETINGS. 


After  reciting  that  fever  al  affemblies,  &c.  ofperfons  had  met  for  the  pur- 
pofe, or  under  pretext  of  deliberating  on  pubi'ck  grievances  and  agreeing 
on  petitions ,  cynplaints,  remonf  ranees,  declarations,  or  other  addreffe$y 
to  the  King,  or  t-tvo  Houfes,  or  either  Houfe  of  Parliament,  and  that  fuck 
meetings  ?nay  produce  calamity  and  confufion  in  the  nation. 


B 


E  it  enacted  by  the  King's  mod  excellent  Majefty,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  conlent  of  the  Lords   Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Com- 
mons, in  this  preftnt    Parliament   aflembled,   and  by   the  authority  of 
the  fame,  that  no  meeting,  of  any  description  otperfonsj  exceeding  the 
number  of  fifty  perfons,   (oiher    than    and  except  any  meeting  of  any 
County,  Riding,  or  divifion,    called  by  the    Lord    Lieutenant,    Cuftos 
Rotulorunvoi  Sheiirf,   of  fucli    county;  or  a  meeting   called    by  the 
convenor  of  any  county  or  Itewartry  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
Scotland ;  or  any  meeting  called  by  two  or  mere  Juiiices  ol  the  peace  of 
the  county  or  place  where  fueh  meeting  fhall  he  holden  -,  or  any  meeting 
of  any  county,  having  different  ridings  or  divilions,  called  by  any  two 
Juftices  of  any  one  or  more  of  fuch  ridings  or  divilions  ;   or  ai  y  'meet- 
ing called  by  the  major  part. of  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county,  or  of  the 
divifion  of  the  county,  where   fuch   meeting  lhall  be  holden,   at  their 
General  Aflizes  or  General  Quarter  Seffions  of  the  Peac.  ;  or  any  meet- 
ing of  any  City,  or  Borough,  or  Town  Corporate,  called  by  the  Mayor 
or  other  Head  Officer  of  Inch   City  or  Borough,  or  Town  Corp.. rate  ; 
or  any  meeting  of  any  ward  or  divifion  of  any  City  or  Town  Corporate, 
called  by  the  Alderman  or  other  Head  Officer  of  fuch  ward  or  divifion  ; 
meeting  of  any  corporate  body),  {hall  be  holden,  for  the  purpofe 
or  on  the  pretext  of  considering  of  or  preparing  any  petition,  complaint, 
remonftrance,  or  declaration,  or  other  addrefs,  to  the  Kim>;,  or  to  both 
Houfcs,  or  either  Houfe  of  Parliament,  for  alteration  of  matters  cftr.blim- 
ed  in  C   Uich  or  State,  or  for  the  purport.  Or  on  the  pretext  of  delibera- 
ting upon  any  grievance  in  Church  or  State,  tmlef:.  notice  of  the  intention 
to  Jioid  fucli  m  eting,  and  of  thetimeand  pi  ice"when  and  where  the  fame 
fliailbe  propofed  to  be  holden,  and  of  the  purpofe  for  which  the  fame  mall 
be-  propofed  to  be  holden,  mail  be  given,  in  the  names  of  fiven  perfons 

ii  at 
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at  the  If  aft,  being  houfeholders,  refident  within  the  County,  City,  of 
place  where  fuchmeeting  (hall  be  propofed  to  be  holden,  whole  places  of 
abode  anddefcriptions  (hall  be  inferted  in  fuch  notice,  and  which  notice 
(hail  be  given  by  public  advertifement  in  fome  public  newfpaper  ufually 
circulated  in  the  County  and  Divifion  where  fuch  meeting    (hall    be 
holden  five  days  at  the  leaft  before  fuch  meeting  (hall  be  holden,  or  (hall 
be  delivered  in  manner  herein-after   mentioned ;    and  that  fuch  notice 
(hall  not  be  inferted  in  any  fuch  newfpaper  unlefs  the  authority  to  infert 
fuch  notice  (hall  be  figned  by  feven  perfons  at  leaft,  being  houfeholders 
refident  within  the  County,  City,  or  place  where  fuch  meeting  (hall  be 
propofed  to  be  holden,  and  named  in  fuch  notice,  and  unlefs  fuch  autho- 
rity, fo  figned,  (hall  be  written  at  the  foot  of  a  true  copy  of  fuch  notice, 
and  (hall  be  delivered  to  the  perfon  required  to  infert  the  fame  in  any 
fuch  newfpaper  as  aforefaid  ;  which  perfon  (hall  caufe  fuch  notice  and 
authority  to  be  carefully  preserved,  and  (hall  alio,  at  any  time  after  fuch 
notice  (hall  have  been  inferted  in  fuGh  paper,  and  within  fourteen  days 
after  the  day  en  which  fuch  meeting  (hall  be  had,  produce  fuch  notice 
and  authority,  and  caufe  a  true  copy  thereof  (if  required)  to  be  delivered 
to  any  Juftice  of  the  Peace  for  the  County,  City,  Town  or  place,  where 
fuch  perfon  (hall  refide,  or  where  fuch  newfpaper  (hall  be  printed,  and 
who  (hall  require  the  fame  j  and  in  cafe  any  perfon  (hall  infert  any  fuch 
notice  in  any  newfpaper,  without  fuch  authority  as  aforefaid,  or  in  cafe 
any  perfon  to  whom  any  fuch  notice  and  authority,  (hail  have  been  de- 
livered for  the  purpefe  of  inferting  fuch  notice  in  any  fuch  newfpaper  as 
aforefaid,  (hall  refufe  to  produce  fuch  notice  and  authority,  or  to  deliver 
a  true  copy  thereof,  being  thr  eunto  required  as  aforefaid,  within,  three 
days  after  fuch  production  and  copy,  or  either  of  them,  (hall  have  been 
fo  required,  every  fuch  perfon,  for  every  fuch   offence,  (hall  forfeit  the 
fum  of  fifty  pounds  to  any  perfon  who  mall  fue  for  the  fame. 

II.  Provided  always,  neverthelefs,  and  be  it  further  enafted  by  the 
authority  aforefaid,  that  it  (hall  be  lawful  to  deliver  any  fuch  notice  as 
aforefaid,  figned  by  the  feven  perfons  in  whofe  names  fuch  notice  (halt 
be  given,  with  their  places  of  abode,  and  defciiptions,  live  days  at  the 
leaft  before  the  day  on  which  fuch  meeting  (hall  be  holden,  to  the  clerk 
of  the  peace  of  the  County,  Riding,  or  divifion,  within  which  fuch  meet- 
ing (hall  be  propofed  to  be  holden  ;  and  fuch  clerk  of  the  peace  ihall 
forthwith,  and  without  delay,  fend  a  true  copy  of  fuch  notice,  with 
fuch'  fignatures  and  additions  as  aforefaid,  to  three  Juftices  of  the  Peace 
at  the  leaft,  of  fuch  County,  Riding,  or  divifion,  then  refident  within 
iuch  County,  Riding,  or  divifion  ;  or  in  cafe  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace 
of  the  City,  JJorough,  or  town,  where  fuch  meeting  fnall  be  propofed 
to  be  holden,  (hall  have  exclufive  jurifdi&ion,  then  to  three  of  fuch 
juftices,  if  fo  many  (hall  then  be  refident  within  fuch  jurifdiftion,  and 
if  not,  then  to  lb  many  of  fuch  Juftices  as  ihall  be  refident  within  fuch 
excluiive  jurifdiclipn  j  and  in  fuch  cafe,  fuch  notice  fo  given  by  fuch 
means  as  afore&Jd,  Ihall  be  as  effectual ,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  as 
if  the  fame  hadlieen  given  by  publick.  advertifement,  inferted  in  any  fuch 
newfpaper  as  aforefaid. 

III.  And  be  it  further  ena6!ed  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  all 
meetings,  of  any  defcription  of  perfons,  exceeding  the  number  of  fifty 
perfons  (other  than  and  except  as  aforefaid),  which  (hall  be  holdea 
without  fuch  previous  notice  as  aforefaid,  for  the  purpofe  or  on  the. 
pretext  of  confidering  of  or  preparing  any  petition,  complaint,  remon- 
ftrance,  declaration,  or  other  addiefs,  to  the  King,  or  both  Houfes, 

or 
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•r  either  Houfe  of  Parliament,  for  alteration  of  matters  eftablifhed  in 
Church  or  State,  or  for  the  purpofe,  or  on  the  pretext  of  deliberating 
on  any  grievance  in  Church  or  State,  mail  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be 
unlawful  alfemblies. 

IV.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  if  any  perfons, 
exceeding  the  number  of  fifty,  being  aflembled  contrary  to  the  pro- 
vifions  herein  before  contained,  and  being  required  or  commanded  by 
any  one  or  more  Juftice  or  Juftices  of  the  peace,  or  by  the  Sheriff  of  the 
County  or  his  Under  Sheriff,  or  by  the  Mayor  or  other  Head  Officer 
or  Jjftice  of  the  Peace  of  any  City  or  Town  Corporate,  where  fuch 
aifembly  mail  be,  by  proclamation  to  be  made  in  the  King's  name,  in 
the  form  herein-after  directed,  to  difperfe  themfelves,  and  peaceably  to 
depart  to  their,  habitations,  or  to  their  lawful  bufinefs,  mall,  to  the 
number  of  twelve  or  more,  notwithftanding  fuch  proclamation  made, 
remain  or  continue  together  by  the  fpace  of  one  hour  after  fuch  command 
or  requeft  made  by  proclamation,  that  then  fuch  continuing  together  to 
the  number  of  twelve  or  more,  after  fuch  command  or  requeft  made  by 
proclamation,  fhall  be  adjudged  felony  without  benefit  of  Clergy,  and 
the  offenders  therein  fhall  be  adjudged  felons,  and  ihall  fuffer  death,  as 
in  cafe  of  felony  without  benefit  of  Clergy. 

V.  And  be  it  further  ena£ted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  the 
order  and  form  of  the  proclamation  to  be  made  as  aforefaid  fhall  be  as 
hereafter  followcth  :  (that  is  to  fay),  the  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  or  other 
perfon  authorized  by  this  Act  to  make  the  faid  proclamation,  fhall, 
among  the  faid  perfons  afTembled,  or  as  near  to  them  as  he  can  fafely 
come,  with  a  loud  Voice  command,  or  caufe  to  be  commanded,  filence 
to  be  while  proclamation  is  making,  and  after  that  fhall  openly  and 
with  loud  voice  make,  or  caufe  to  be  made,  proclamation  in  thefe  words, 
or  like  in  effect  : 

</~\UR  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  chargeth  and  commandeth  all  per* 
*^  fons  being  affembed  immediately  to  difperfe  themfelves,  and  peace- 
1  ably  to    depart  to  their  habitations  or  to  their  lawful  bufinefs,  upon 

*  the  pains  contained  in  the  A6t,  made  in  the  thirty-fixth  year  of  King 
'  George  the   third,  for  the  more  effectually  preventing  Seditious  Meet*- 

*  lags  and  Affemblies. 

<  GOD  fave  the  KING.* 

VI.  And  be  it  further  ena&ed  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  in 
cafe  any  meeting  fhall  be  holden,  in  purfuance  of  any  fuch  notice  as 
aforefaid,  and  the  purpofe  for  which  the  fume  fhall  in  fuch  notice  have 
been  declared  to  be  holden,  or  any  matter  which  fhall  be  in  fuch  notice 
propofed  to  be  propounded  or  deliberated  upon  at  fuch  meeting,  fhall 
purport  that  any  matter  or  thing  by  law  eftablifhed  may  be  altered  oiher- 
wife  than  by  the  authority  of  the  King,  Lords  and  Commons,  in  Par- 
liament afTembled,  or  fhall  tend  to  incite  or  ftir  up  the  people  to  hatred  or 
contempt  of  the  perfon  of  his  Majefty,  his  Heirs  or  SuccefTbrs,  or  of 
the  Government  and  Conftitution  of  this  Realm,  as  by  law  eftablifhed, 
it  fhall  be  lawful    for  one  or  more  Juftice  or  Juftices,  or  the  Sheriff  of 

the  County  where  fuch  meeting  fhall  be,  or  for  the  May«r  or  other 
Head  Officer,  or  any  Juftice  of  the  Peace  of  any  City  or  Town  Corporate, 
where  any  fuch  meeting  ihall  be,  by  proclamation,  to  require  or  com- 
mand the  perfons  there  affembled  to  difperfe  themfelves  j  and  if  any 
perfons,  to  the  number  of  twelve  or  more,  being  Co  required  or  com- 
manded, by  proclamation  to  be  made  in  the  King's  name,  in  the  form 
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(     4     ) 

herein  -before  di reited,  to  difperfe  themfelyes,  and  peaceably  to  depart 
to  their  habitations,  or  to  then-  lawful  bufinefs,  fhall,  to  the  number 
of  twelve  or  ■  ore,  notwith  (landing  fuch  proclamation  made,  remain  or 
continue  together  by  the  (ba.ce  of  one  hour  after  fuch  command  or  re- 
queft '^'ade by  proclamation,  th.at  then  fuch  continuing  togeihe?  to  the 
number  oi  twelve  or  more,  ifter  fuch  command  or  requeft  made  by  pro- 
clamation, ihali  be  adjudged  felony  without  benefit  pf  Clergy,  and  the 
Offenders  therein  mall  be  adjudged  felons,  and  (hall  fuffer  death,  as  in 
cafe  pf  felony  without  be:  e'fit  of  Clergy. 

VII.  And  be  it  fuither  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  if 
any  .-ne  or  more  Juftice  or  J  jftic.es  of  the  Pe  '  e,  prefent  at  any  meeting 
requiring  fuch  notice  as  aforeiaid,  fhall  think  fit  to  order  any  perfon. 
orpeJons  who  ihall  at  fuch  ipeeting  proceed  tq  propound  or  maintain 
any  proportion  for  altering  any  thing  by  law  eftabiifhed,  othei'wife  than 
by  the  authority  of  the  King,  Lords,  and  (  emmons,  in  Parliament 
affembled,  or  ihall  wilfully  and  ?4vif"dly  make any  proportion,  or  hold 
any  difcourfe,  for  the  purppfe  of  inciting*  and  furring  up  the  people  to 
hatred  or  contempt  of  the  person  of  his  Majeiiy,  his  Heirs  or  Succeffors, 
or  the  Government-  and  Constitution  of  this  i\halm,  as  by  law  eftabiiihed, 

iftody,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law  ;  and  in  cafe 
j  rices,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  Peace  Officer  a  cling 
j  of  their  order-,  (hail  be  obstructed  in  taking  into 
fon  or  perfons  fo  ordered  to  be  taken  into  cuftody, 
cafe  it  ihali  be  lawful  for  any  fuch  Juftice  or 
p.ori  to  make,  or  caufe  to  be  made,  fuch  proclamation  as 
er  aforefaict ;  and  it  any  perfon s  to  the  number 
being  required  or  commanded  by  fuch  -proclamation 
to  Bifperfe 'tHenVfelves,  and  peaceably  to  depart  as  aforefaid,  ihall,  to  the 
number  of  twelve  or  more,  notwithstanding  fuch  proclamation  made, 
remain  or  continue  together  by  the  fpace  of  one  hour  after  fuch  com- 
mand or  requeft  made  by  proclamation,  that  then  fuch  continuing  to- 
gether to  the  number  of  twelve  or  more,  after  fuch  command  or  requeft 
made  by  proclamation,  (ball  be  adjudged  felony  without  bench;  of 
Clergv,  and  the  offenders  therein  mail  be  adjudged  felons,  and  ihall 
fuffer  death,  as  in  cafeoij  felony  without  benefit  of  Clergy. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enaited  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  every 
Peace,  Sheriff,  Under  Sheriff,  Mayor,  and 
a,  is  and  are  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
rledge  of  any  fuch  meeting  or  alTembly  as 
to  iefort  to  the  place  where  fuch  meeting, or 
be   intended  to  be  holden,   or   to  any  part 

thereof,  and  thereto  do,  or  order  or  caufe  to  be  done,  all  fuch  Acts,  mat- 
ter's, and  things,  as  the  cafe  may  require,  which  they  are  hereby  enabled  to 
do,  cr  order  to  be  done,  or  which  they  are  otherwife  by  law  enabled 
to  do,  or  ordered  to  be  done  ;  and  \\  ihall  be  lawful  for  all  and  every 
Juftices  of  the  Peace,  Sheriff,  Under  Sheriff,  Mayor,  and  other  Head 
Officer  as  afoiefaicl,  to  take  and  require  the  afiiftarice  of  any  nun  i 
cf  Confb.bks  or  other  Officers  of  the  Peace,  within  their  refp 
difnicts,  or  yvithiri  the-  diftriet  or  place  wherein  every  fuch  meeting  as 
herein -before  mentioned  fhall  be  holden  ;  which  Confbbies  and  other* 
Officers  of  the  Peace  aire  hereby  required  to  attend  accordingly  Inch 
juftices,  Sheriff,  Under  Sheriff,  Mayor,  or  other  Head  Officer  refpec- 
tiveiy,  and  to  giye  fuch  afiiftanq  as  Siall  be  neceffary  for  the  due  execu- 
tion of  this  Act. 

IX.  And 
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IX.  And  be  it  further  enafted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  if  fuch 
perfons  fo  affembled  as  aforefaid,  or  twelve  or  more  of  them,  after  any 
proclamation  made  in  manner  aforefaid,  mail  continue  together,  and 
Dot  difperfe  themfelves  within  one  hour,  that  then  it  (hall  and  may  be 
lawful  to  and  for  every  Jullice  of  the  Peace,  Sheriff,  or  Under  Sheriff 
of  the  County  where  fuch  affembly  fn  ;11  be,  and  alio  to  and  for  every 
high  or  pe  ty  Ccnitable,  and  other  Peace  Officer  within  fuch  County, 
and  alfo  to  ami  for  every  Mayor,  Ju'tice  of  the  Peace,  Sheriff,  and 
other  head  Officer,  high  or  petty  Coiiilable  and  other  Peace  Officer,  of 
any  City  or  Town  Corporate  where  fuch  affembly  (hall  be,  and  to  and 
for  fuch  oth.r  perfon  or  perfons  as  (hall  be  commanded  to  be  affftin^ 
linto  any  fuch  Juttice  of  the  Peace,  Sheriff  or  Under  Sheriff,  Mayor,  or 
other  head  Officer  aforefaid,  who  are  hereby  authorised  and  empov.-ered 
to  command  all  his  Majefty's  fubjecls,  of  age  aud  ability,  to  .be  aiTirling 
to  rhc.n  therein,  to  feize  and  apprehend,  and  they  are  hereby  required 
fco  feize  and  apprehend,  fuch  perfons  fo  affembled.  and  continuing  toge- 
ther fter  proclamation  made  as  aforefaid,  and  forthwith  to  carry  the 
perfons  fo  apprehended. before  one  or  more  o!  his  Majefty's  Juitices  of 
the  P^:dce  of  the  County  or  place  where  fuch  perfons  (hail  be  fo  appre- 
hended, h  order  to  their  being  proceeded  againft  for  fuch  offences  ac- 
cording to  law  j  and  tiiat  if  the  perfons  fo  aflfen  bled,  or  any  of  them, 
(hail  happen  to  be  killed,  maimed,  or  hurt  in  the  difperfmg,  feizing,  or 
apprehending,  or  endeavouring  to  difperfe,  fe-ize,  or  apprehend  them, 
by  reafon  of  their  refilling  the  perfons  fo  difperfmg,  leizini:  or  appre- 
hending, or  ende.vouring  to  difperfe,  fe'ue,  or  apprehend  them,  that 
then  everv  fuch  Jufliceofthe  Pence,  Sheriff,  Under  Sheriff,  Mayor, 
Head  Officer,  High  or  Peity  Con  (table,  or  other  Peace  Qrhcer,  and  all 
and  lingular  pei'fons,  being  aiding  and  affifting  to  them  or  any  of  them, 
(hall  be  free,  difchaiged,  and  indemnified,  as  well  againlt  the  King's 
M  j eftyj  his  Heirs  and  Suceeffcrs,  as  agajnft  all  and  every  other  perfon 
and  perfons,  or,  fov,  or  concerning- the  killing,  maiming,  or  hurting, 
of  an)  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  fo  affembled,  that  (hall  happen  to  be  fo 
killed,  maimed,  or  hurt  as  aforefaid. 

X.  Provided  always,  and  oe  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
fa:d,  That  if  any  perfon  or  perfons  do  or  (hall,  with  force  and  arms, 
wiilui.y  and  Knowingly  oppofe,  obfhuct,  or  in  any  manner  wilfully 
and  knowingly  let,  hinder,  or  hurt,  any  Juitice  of  the  Peace,  01  other 
perfon  authorized  as  aforefaid,  who  fii  11  attend'any  fuch  meeting  as 
aforefaid,  or  who  (hall  be  goii  g  to  ■  ttend  any  fuch  meeting,  or  any 
perfo.i  oi  perfons  who  »hall  begin  to  proclaim,  or  go  to  proclaim,  ac- 
cording to  ay  proclamation  hereby  directed  to  be  made,  whereby  fuch 
proclamation  (hall  not  be  made,  that  then  every  fuch  bppofing,  ob- 
(trucling,  letting;  hindering,  cr  hurting,  any  iuch  Juflice  or  other 
perions  lo  authorized  as  aforefaid,  and  io  attending,  or  going  to  attend 
any  fuch  n  >r  any  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  fo  beginning  or  going 

to  n  mation  as  aforefaid,    ihal)   be  adjudged  felony 

witnout  benefit  ol  Clergy,  and  the  offenders  therein  (hall  be  adjudged 
felons,  and    (h  leath   as    in   cafe  of  felony  without   benefit  of 

ind  that  alio  every  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  Lo  b"eihg  aflembled  as 
iber  of  Fifty  or  m  re  as  aforefaid,  to  wh<  m  any  fuch 
proci  laid   mould   or  ought   to   have  been  made,  if  the 

had  not  been  hindered  as  aforefaid,  (hall  likewife,  in  cafe  they  or 
tfnyof  them,  to  the 'number  of  Twelve  or   mdte,  (hall  continue  to 
ther,  and  not  difperfe   themfclves   within    One  Hour  after   fuch   1- 1    or 

hindrance, 
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hindrance  fo  made,  having  knowledge  of  fuch  le^or  hindrance  fo  made, 
(hull  be  adjudged  it  Ions,  and  lliall  fuffer  death  as  in  cafe  of  felony, 
without  benefit  of  Clergy ;  and  ihat  aifo,  if  any  perfon  or  perfons,  io 
being  at  any  fuch  aflembly  as  aforefaid,  (hall  with  force  and  arms  wil- 
fully arid  knowingly  oppofe,  obitrucl,  or  in  any  manner  wilfully  and 
knowingly  lei:,  hinder,  or  hurt,  any.juftice  of  the  Peace,  or  other  ma- 
giftrate,  or  any  pesx'e  officer,  in  apprehending  or  taking  into  cuftody, 
in  execution  of  any  of  the  provifions  of  this  act.  herein-before  contained, 
any  perion  or  perfons,  or  endeavouring  fo  to  do,  that  then  every  fuch 
oppohng,  obstructing,  letting,  hindering,  or  hurting,  (hail  be  adjudged 
felony  without  benefit  of  Clergy,  and  the  offenders  therein  (hall  be  ad- 
judged felons,  and  (hall  fuffer  death  as  in  cafe  of  felony  without  benefit 
of  clergy. 

XI.  And  be  it  further  enacled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  the 
Sheriffs  Depute  and  their  Subftitutes,  Stewards  Depute  and  their  Sub- 
stitutes, J  u  dices  of  the  Peace,  Magiftrates  of  Royal  Boroughs,  and  aU 
ether  inferior  Judges  and  Magiftrates,  and  alio  all  High  and  Petty  Con- 
iiabies  or  other  Peace  Officers,  of  any  County,  Stewartry,  City,  or 
Town,  within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  (hall  have  fuch 
and  the  fame  powers  and  authorities,  for  putting  this  prefent  Act  in 
execution  within  Scotland,  as  the  Jullices  of  the  Peace  and  other  Ma. 
gi  Urates  aforefaid  reflectively  have,  by  virtue  of  this  Act.,  within  and 
ifor  the  other  parts  of  this  Kingdom;  and  that  all  and  every  perfon  and 
perfons  who  mall  at  any  time  be  convicted  of  any  of  the  felonies  afore- 
mentioned, within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  (hall  for 
every  fuch  offence  incur  and  fuffer  the  pain  of  death,  and  confiscation 
#f  moveables. 

XII.  And  whereas  certain  houfes,  rooms,  or  places,  within  the  cities 
of  London  and  Wefitmnfiery  and  in  the  neighbourhood  thereof,  and  in 
ether  place?,  have  of  late  been  frequently  ufed  for  the  purpofe  of  deli- 
vering leclures  and  dilconrfes  on  and  concerning  fuppofed  publick 
grievances,  and  matters  relating  to  the  laws,  conftitution,  and  govern- 
ment and  policy  of  thefe  Kingdoms,  and  treating  and  debating  on  and 
concerning  the  fame;  and  under  pretence  thereof  leclures  or  difcourfes 
have  been  delivered,  and  debates-  held,  tending  to  ftir  up  hatred  and 
contempt  of  his  Ma  jelly  ""s  royal  perfon,  and  of  the  government  and 
conftitution  of  this  Realm  as  by  law  eitabiimed;  Be  it  therefore  enacted 
by  i  ■  authority  aforefaid,  That  every  houfe,  room,  field,  or  other  place 
where  lectures  or  difcourfes  {hall  be  delivered,  or  publick  debates  ihall 
fee  had  on  or  concerning  any  fuppofed  publick  grievance,  or  any  mat- 
ters relating  to  the  laws,  conftitution,  government,  or  policy  of  thefe 
Kingdori:,,  for  the  purpofe  of  railing  or  collecting  money,  or  any  other 
valuable  thing,  from  the  perfons  admitted,  whether  fuch  houfe,  room, 
£ dd.  or  place,  (hail  be  opened  or  ufed  for  any  fuch  purpofe  alone,  or  for 
any  fuch  purpofe  together  with  any  other  purpofe,  or  under  whatever 
pretence  the  fame  ihall  be  opened  or  uied,  to  which  anv  perfon  (hall  be 
admitted  by  the  payment  of  money,  or  by  tickets  fold  for  money,  or 
in  confequence  of  his  paying  or  giving,  or  having  paid  or  given,  or 
agreeing  thereafter  to  pay  or  give,  in  any  manner,  any  money  or  other 
thing  for  ok  "in  lefpecl  of  his  admilfion  into  fuch  howfe,  room,  field  or 
place,  uniefs  the  opening  or  ufing  of  fuch  houfe,  room,  field,  or  place, 
ih.di  have  been  previoufly  licenfed  in  manner  herein-after  mentioned, 
(hall  be  dceiiied  a  difcrderly  houfe  or  place,  and  the  perfon  by  whom 
fuch  houfe.  room,  Held,  or  place,  (hail  be  opened  or  ufed  for  the  pur- 
pofe 
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pofe  aforefaid,  fhall  forfeit  the  fum  of  One  Hundred  Pounds  for  every 
day  or  time  that  fuch  houfe,  room,  field,  or  place,  mall  be  opened,  or 
ufed  as  aforefaid,  to  fuch  perfon  as  will  fue  for  the  fame,  and  be  other- 
wife  punifhed  as  the  law  directs  in  cafes  of  diforderly  lioufes  ;  and  every 
perfon  managing  or  conducting  the  proceedings,  or  acting  as  Modera- 
tor,  Preiident,  or  Chairman,  at  fuch  houfe,  room,  field,  or  place,  or 
therein  debating-,  or  delivering  any  difcourfe  or  lecture  for  the  purpofe 
aforefaid,  and  alfo  every  perfon  who  (hall  pay,  give,  collect,  or  receive, 
or  agree  to  pay,  give,  collect,  or  receive,  any  money  or  other  thing,  for  or 
in  refpect  of  the  admiffion  of  any  perfon  into  any  fuch  houfe,  room,  field, 
or  place,  or  mail  deliver  out,  diftribute,  or  receive,  any  fuch  ticket  or 
tickets  as  aforefaid,  knowing  fuch  houfe,  room,  field,  or  place,  to  be 
opened  or  ufed  for  fuch  purpofe,  mail  for  every  fuch  offence  forfeit  the 
Aim  of  One  Hundred  Pounds  to  fuch  perfon  as  will  fue  for  the  fame. 

XIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that 
any  perfon  who  fhall  at  any  time  hereafter  appear,  act,  or  behave  him 
or  herfelf  as  mailer  or  miftrefs,  or  as  the  perfon  having  the  command, 
government,  or  management,  of  any  fuch  houfe,  room,  field  or  place  as 
aforefaid,  fhall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  perfon  by  whom  the  fame- 
is  opened  or  ufed  as  aforefaid,  and  fhall  be  liable  to  be  fued  or  profe- 
cuted,  and  punifhed  as  fuch,  notwithstanding  he  or  fhe  be  not,  in  fact, 
the  real  owner  or  occupier  thereof. 

■  XIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  it 
fhall  be  lawful  for  any  Juftice  or  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  or  Chief  Magif- 
trate  refpectively,  of  any  County,  City,  Borough,  or  Place,  who  fhall 
by  information  upon  oath,  have  reafon  to  fufpect  that  any  houfe,'room, 
field,  or  place,  or  any  parts  or  part  thereof  are  or  is  opened  cr  ufed 
for  the  purpofe  of  delivering  lectures  or  difcourfes,  or  for  public  de- 
bate, contrary  to  the  provifions  of  this  Act,  to  go  to  fuch  hqufe,  room, 
or  place,  and  demand  to  be  admitted  therein  ;  and  in  cafe  fucti  Jufrice 
or  Juftices,  or  other  Magiftrate,  mall  be  refufed  admittance  to  fuch 
houfe,  room,  field,  or  place,  or  any  part  thereof,  the  fame  fhall  be 
deemed  a  diforderly  houfe  or  place,  within  the  intent  and  meaning  of 
this  Act}  and  all  and  every  the  provifions  herein -before  contained 
reflecting  any  houfe,  room,  field,  or  place,  herein  -before  declared  to 
be  a  diforderly  houfe,  or  place,  fhall  be  applied  to  fuch  houfe,  room, 
field,  or  place,  where  fuch  admittance  fhall  have  been  refufed  as  afore- 
faid, and  every  perfon  refuting  fuch  admittance  fhall  forfeit  the  fum  of 
One  Hundred  Pounds  to  any  perfon  who  fhall  fue  for  the  fame. 

XV.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefaid, 
that  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  any  Juftice  or  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  or  Chief. 
Migiftrate  refpectively,  of  any  County,  City,  Borough,  or  Place, 
where  any  fuch  houfe,  room,  or  other  building,  fhall  be  licenfed  as  afore- 
faid, to  go  to  fuch  houfe,  room,  or  building  Co  licenfed,  at  the  time  of 
delivering  any  fuch  lecture  cr  difcourfe  therein  as  aforefaid,  or  at  the 
time  appointed  for  delivering  any  fuch  lecture  or  difcourfe,  and  de- 
mand to  be  admitted  therein  ;  and  in  cafe  fuch  Juftice  or  Juftices,  or 
other  Magiftrate,  fhall  be  refufed  admittance  to  fuch  houfe,  room,  or 
building,  the  fame  fhall  be  deemed,  r.otwithftanding  any  fuch  licencd 
as  aforefaid,  a  diforderly  houfe  or  place,  within  the  meaning  of  this 
Ael ;  and  all  and  every  the  proviiion*  herein-before  contained,  ref- 
pe&ing  any  houfe,  room,  field,  or  place,  her  I  .red  to  be 

a  diforderly  houfe  or  place,  fhall  be  applied  ty  fuch  hcui'e,  rjom,  or 

build- 
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building,  fo  licenfed  as  aforefaid,  where  fuch  admittance  (hall  have 
been  refit  feci  as  aforefaid  $  and  every  pei'fon  refuting  fuch  admittance 
mall  forfeit  the  fum  of  One  Hundred  Founds  to  any  perfon  who  will 
lire  for  the  fame; 

XVI.  Provided  neverthelefs,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
faid, that  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  two  or  more  Jultices  of  the  Pence  of 
the  County,  City,  Town,  or  Place,  where  any  houfe,  room,  or  other* 
building  mall  be,  which  any  peffon  fhall  be  defirous  to  open  for  any 
of  the  purpofes  aforeuld,  by  Anting  under  their  hands  and  feals,  at 
their  General  Quarter  Seffioris  of  the  Peace,  or  at  any  Special  Sehton  to 
be  held  for  the  pirticulaV  purpofe,  to  grant  a  licence  to  any  perfon  or 
perfons  deftring  the  fame,  to  open  fuch  houfe,  room,  or  other  buildings 
for  the  ptifpofe  of  delivering  for  money  any  f.ch  lectures  or  difcourfes 
a*  aforefard,  on  any  of  the  fubfects  aforefaid,  the  fame  b.-ing  clearly 
exprtiTed  in  fuch  licence,  for  which  licence  a  fee  of  one  milling,  and  no' 
more,  mall  be  paid,  and  the  fame  mail  be  in  fores,  for  the  fp  ice  of  one 
fear,  and  no  longer,  or  for  any  lefs  ipace  of  time,  therein  to  be  fpe- 
cified  ;  and  which  licence  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  the  Jultices  of  the  fame 
County,  City,  Town,  or  Place,  at  any  General  Quarter  SelTions  of 
the  Peace,  to  revoke  and  declare  void  and  no  longer  in  force,  by  any 
order  of  fuch  Jultices,  a  copy  whereof  fhall  be  delivered  to  or  ferved 
upon  the  perfon  to  whom  the  faid  licence  fb  revoked  fhall  have  been 
granted,  or  fhall  be  left  at  the  houfe,  room,  or  building,  for  which 
fuch  licence  fhall  have  been  granted,  and  thereupon  fuch  licence  fhall 
ceafe  and  determine,  and  be  thenceforth  utterly  void  and  of  no  effect. 

XVII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  any 
jperfori  entiiled  to  any  of  the  forfeitures  aforefaid  may  foe  by  action  of 
debt  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  Courts  of  Record  at  Wejhmnftc*  >  or  i-n  the 
Courts  of  Judiciary  or  Exchequer  in  Scotland,  when  tie  caufe  of  action 
mail  a  rile  in  Scotland,  in  which  action  it  fhall  be  fuffiderit  to  declare 
that  the  defendant  is  indebted  to  the  plaintiff  in  the  fum  of 

(being  the  firm  demanded  by  the  faid  action) 
being  forfeited  by  an  Act,  made  in  the  thirty-fixth  year  .f'the  reign  of 
his  Majeiiy  King  George  the  Third,  intituled,  An  At~l  for  the  more  ef- 

feShially  preventing  Seditious  Meetih^s  and  AffembUes,  and  the  plaintiff, 
if  lie  mall  recover  in  any  fuch  action,  fhall  have  his  full  cots:  Pro- 
vided affb,  that  if  any  action  or  fuit  fhall  be  brought  againit  anv  per- 

'fon  for  any  thing  clone  in  purfuancc  and  m  execution  of  this  Act,  the 
defendant  may  plead  the  general  iffue  ;  and  if  a  verdict  afs  for  the  de- 
fendant, or  the  plaintiff  discontinue  his  or  her  action,  or  be  nonfiited, 
or  judgment  be  given  againt  the  plaintiff,  then  fuch  defendant  fhall  have 
treble  cofes. 

XVIII.  Provided  alio,  That  nothing  in  this  Act  contained  fhall  be 
conftflied  to  extend  to  any  lectures  or  difcourfes  to  be  delivered  in  any 
of  the  Univerhties  of  thefe  kingdoms,  by  any  member  thereof,  or  any 
perfon  aetthorifed  by  the  Chancellor,  Vice  Chancellor,  or  other  proper 
officer!  o<"'  fuch  Univerfities  refpectivelv. 

XIX.  Provided  alio,  and  be  it  actened,  That  no  payment  made  to 
any  fchooimafter  or  other  perfons  by  law  allowed  to  teach  and  in- 
ftnicl  you'ai,  in  refpect  of  any  lectures  or  difcourfes  delivered  by  fuch 
fchooimafter,  or  other  perfon,  for  the  inftructibn  only  of  fuch  youth 
as  mall  be  committed  to  his  ihftruction,  fhall  be  deemed  a  payment  of 
money  for  adniiffion  to  fuch  lectures  or  difcourfes  within  the  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  Act. 

XX. 
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XX.  Provided  alfo,  That  nothing  in  this  aft  contained  (hall  be  dtemc4 
to  take  away  or  abridge  any  provifion  already  made  by  the  law  of  this 
Ifcealm,  or  of  any  part  thereof,  for  the  fuppreffion  or  punifhment  of  any 
oftence  whatlbever  defcribed  in  this  Aft. 

XXL  -&nd  be  it  further  enafted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  this 
Aft  fhall  be  openly  read  at  every  Epiphany  Quarter  Seifiohs  of  the  Peace*, 
and  a't  every  leet  or  law  day. 

XXII.  Provided  always,  That  no  perfon  fhall  be  profecuted  by 
virtue  of  this  Aft,  unlefs  fuch  profecutions  fhall  be  commenced  within 
ux  calendar  months  after  the  oftence  committed  j  and  no  aftion  fhall 
be  brought  for '  any  of"  the  penalties  by  this  Aft  impofed,  unlefs  the 
fame  fhall  be  brought  within  three  calendar  months  nex$  after  the  of- 
fence committed. 

XXIII.  Provided  alfo,  That  thiq,  Aft  ftiaU  commence  and  have  effeft 
within  the  city  of  London,1  and  within  twenty  miles  thereof,  from  the 
day  next  after  the  day  of  paffing  this  Aft,  and  fhall  commence  and  have 
effeft  within  all  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  from  the  expiration  of  feven, 
days  next  after  the  day  of  paffing  this  Aft,  and  fhall  be  and  continue  in 
force  for  three  years  from  the  day  of  parting  this  Aft,  and  until  the  end 
jff  the  then  next  feflion  of  Parliament* 


?  *  **•  M« 


LORD  GRENFILLEs  ACT, 

tO  PREVENT  HIS  MAJESTY'S  PERSON  AND  GOVERN- 
MENT FROM  TREASONABLE  AND  SEDITIOUS  AT' 
TEMPTS.       DECEMBER   l8,    1795. 


States  that  his  dutiful  Lords  and  Commons  confidermg  the  Outrages  at  thj 
Commencement  of  the  Sejfions  going  to  and  from  the  Parliament, 

AND  therefore,  calling  to  mind  the  good  and  wnolefom'e  provisions 
*~*  which  have  at  different  times  been  made  by  the  wifdom  of  Parlia- 
ment for  the  averting  fuch  dangers>  and  more  efpecially  for  the  fecurity 
and  prefervatiort  of  the  perfons  of  the  Sovereigns  of  thefe  Realms,  do 
moil  humbly  befeech  your.  Majefty  that  it  may  be  enacted;  and  be  it 
fcriafted  by  the  King's  molt  Excellent  Majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  "confent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Ccimmons,  in 
this  prefent  Parliament  affembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame, 
That  if  any  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever,  after  the  day  of  the  palling  of 
this  Aft,  during  the  natural  life  of  our  Moll  Gracious  Sovereign  Lord 
the  King,  (whom  Almighty  God  preferve  and  blefs  with  a  long  and 
profperous  reign),  and  until  the  end  of  the  next  Sefllon  of  Parliament 
after  a  demife  of  the  Crown,  (hall,  within  the  Realm  or  without,  com- 
pais,  imagine,  invent,  devife,  or  intend  death  or  deftru6lion,  or  any 
bodily  harm  tending  to  death  and  deflruftion,  maim  or  wounding,  im- 
priforiment  or  reftraint,  of  the  perfon  of  the  fame  our  Sovereign  Lord 
the- King,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  Or  to  deprive  or  depofe  him  or  them 
from  the  ftile,  honour,  or  kingly  name,  of  the  imperial  Crown  of  this 
Realm,  or  of  any  other  of  his  Majefty'' s  dominions  or  countries;  or  to 
levy  war  againft  his* Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceftbrs,  within  this  Realm,' 
in  order,  by  force  or  reftraint;  to  compel  him  or  them  to  change  his  or 
their  meafures  or  counlels,  or  in  order  to  put  any  force  or  conftraint 
upon,  or  to  intimidate,  or  overawe,  both  Houfes,  or  either  Houfe  of 
Parliament;  or  to  move  or  ftir  any  foreigner  or  ftranger  with  force  to 
invade  this  Realm,  or  any  other  his  Majefty's  dominions  or  countries, 
under  the  obeifanca  of  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fuccelfors  ;  arid  fuch 
compafilngs,  imaginations,  inventions,  devices,  or  intentions,  or  any  of 
them,  (hall  exprefs,  utter,  or  declare,  by  publilhing  any  printing  or 

writing, 
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writing,  or  by  any  overt  act  or  deed  5  being  legally  convicted  thereof^ 
«:»n  the -oaths  of  two  lawful  and  credible  witneffes,  upon'trial,  or  other- 
wife  convicted  or  attainted  by  due  courfe  of  Law,  then  every  fuch  perfori 
and  perfons,  fo  as  aforefaid  offending,  fhall  be  deemed,  declared j  and 
adjudged,  to  be  a  traitor  and  traitors,  and  fhall  fuffer  pains  of  death, 
and  alfo  lofe  and  forfeit  as  in  cafes  of  high  treafon. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  if  any 
perfon  or  perfons  within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England)  at 
any  time  from  and  after  the  day  of  the  pairing  of  this  Act,  during  Three 
Years  from  the  day  of  paffing  this  Aft,  and  until  the  end  of  the  then 
ftext  Sefiion  of  Parliament)  fhall  malicioufly  and  advifedlyj  by  writing, 
printing,  preaching,  or  other  fpeaking,  exprefsj  publifh,  utter,  or  dc*- 
clare,  any  words  or  fentences  to  incite  or  ftir  up  the  people  to  hatred  or 
contempt  of  the  perfon  of  his  Majefty,,  his  Hears  or  Succeflors,  or  the 
Government  and  Constitution  of  this  Realm.,  as  by  law  eftablifhedj  then 
every  fuch  perfon  and  perfons,  being  thereof  legally  convicted^  fhall  be 
liable  to  fuch  puniihmentas  may  bylaw  be  inflicted  incafes  of  high  mis- 
demeanors $ .  and  if  any  perfon  or  perfons  fhall,  after  being  to  convicted, 
oiferld  a  fecond  time,  and  be  thereupon  convicted,  before  any  Commif- 
fion  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  or  Goal  Delivery,  or  in  his  Majefty's  Court 
cf  King's  Bench,  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  may,  on  fuch- fecond  convic- 
tion, be  adjudged,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  Court,  either  to  fuffer  ftitli 
punifhment  as  may  now  by  law  be  inflicted  in  cafes  of  high  mifdemea- 
nors,  or  to  be  banifhed  this  Realm,  or  to  be  tranfported  to  fuch  placed 
as  fhall  be  appointed  by  his  Maiefty  for  the  tranfpcrtation'of  offenders? 
which  banifhment  or  tranfportation  fhall  be  for  fuch  term  as  the  Court 
may  appoint,  riot  exceeding  feven  years. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  offender  or  offenders, 
who  fhall  be  fo  ordered  by  any  fuch  Court  as  aforefaid  to  be  banifhed 
the  Realm,  or  tranfported  beyond  the  feas,  in  manner  aforefaid,  fhall 
be  afterwards  at  large  within  any  part  of  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  f 
without  fbme  lawful  caufe,  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which 
fuch  offender  or  offenders  fhall  have  been  ordered  to  be  banifhed  or  tranf- 
ported beyond  the  feas  as  aforefaid,  every  fuch  offender  being  fo  at  large 
a>  aforefaid,  being  thereof  lawfully  convicted,  fhall  fuffer  death,  -  as  iri 
cafes  of  felony  without  benefit  of  Clergy  ;  and  fuch  offender  or  offenders 
may  be  tried,  either  before  Juftices  of  Affize,  Oyer  and  Terminer,  Great 
Sefiions  or  Gaol  Delivery,  for  the  County,  City,  Liberty,  Borough  or 
Place  were  fuch  offender  or  offenders  fhall  be  apprehended  and  taken,  or 
from  whence  he,  fhe,  or  they,  was  or  were  ordered  to  be  banifhed  or 
tranfported  ;  and  the  clerk  of  Affize,  clerk  of  the  Peace,  or  other  clerk. 
or  officer  of  the  Court  having  the  cuftody  of  the  recerds  where  fuch 
orders  of  banifhment  or  tranfportation  fhall  be  made,  fhall,  at  the  requeft 
of  the  profecutor,  or  any  other  perfon  on  his  Majtty's  behalf,  make  out 
and  give  a  certificate,  in  writing,  figncd  by  him,  containg  the  effect  and 
fubftauce  only  (omitting  the  formal  part)  of  every  indictment  and  con- 
viction of  fuch  offender  br  offenders  and  of  the  order  for  his,  her,  or  their 
banifhment  or  tranfportation,  to  the  Juftices  of  Affize,  Oyer  and  Ter- 
miner, Great  Sefiions,  or  Gaol  Delivery,  where  fuch  offender  or  offen- 
ders fhall  be  indicted  (not  taking  for  the  fame  more  than  two  (hillings 
and  fixpence)  ;  which  certificate  fhall  be  fufficient  nroof  of  the  con- 
viction and  order  for  banifhment  or  tranfportation  ot  fuch  offender  or 
offenders, 

IV.  Provided 
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IV.  Provided  always,  That  no  perfon  or  perfons,  by  virtue  of  this, 
prefent  Aft,  fhall  for  any  roifde'meanor  incur  any  the  penalties  herein-* 
before  mentioned,  unlefs  he,  fhe,  or  they  be  proiecuted  within  fix" 
calendar  months  next  after  the  oflfence  committed,  and  the  profecutio* 
brought  to  trial  or  judgement  within  the  fcrft  Term,  Sittings,  AlBzes, 
or  Seffions,  in  which,  by  the  courfe  of  the  Court  wherein  lucn"  profecu- 
tion  fhall  be  depending,  the  prpfecutor  could  bring  on  I'uofi  trial,  or 
caufe  fuch  judgement  to  he  entered,  or  in  the  Term,  Sittings,  Arizes, 
or  Seflion,  which  fhall  next  enfue,  unlefs  the  Court  in  which  fuch  pro- 
secution fhall  be  depending,  or  before  which  fuch  trial  ought  to  be  had, 
Shall,  on  fpecial  ground  ftated  by  motion  in  open  Covi'rt,  think  fit  to 
enlarge  the  time '  for  the  trial  thereof,  or  unlefs  the  defendant  fhall  be 
profecuted  to  or  towards  an  outlawry  j  and  that  no  perfon  (hall,  upon 
trial  be  convicted  by  virtue  of  this  Aft,  for  any  rnif^emeanoft  but  by 
the  oaths  of  two  credible  witneffes. 

V.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enabled,  That  all  and  every 
perfon  or  perfons  that  fhalfat  any  time  be  accu fed,  or  indicted,  or  prO- 
fecuted,  tor  any  offence  made  or  declared  to  be  treafon  by  this  Aft, 
Shall  be  entitled"  to'  the  benefit  of  the  Aft  of  Parliament,  made  in  the 
Seventh  year  of  his  late  Majefty  King  William  the  third,  intituled, 
An  Ail  for  regulating  of  Trials  in  cafes  of  Treafan  and '■'  m'tfprifion  §f 
Vreafon  j  and  alfb  to  the  provifions  made  by  another  Aft  of  Parliament,, 
pafftd  in  the  feVenth  year  of  her  late  Majefty  Queen  Anne,  intituled 
An  Acl  for  improving  the  Union  of  the  two  Kingdoms* 

VI.  Provided  alfo,  and  he  it  enafted,  That  ndthing  in  this  Aft  con- 
tained fhall  extend,  or  be  conftrued  to  extend,  to  prevent  or  affeft  any 
j>rofecution  by  information  or  indiftment  at  the  common  law,  for  arty 
offence  within  the  provifions  of  this  Aft,  unlefs  the  party' Shall  have 
focen  firft  profecuted  under  this  A&.  •  " 
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